THE   COUP  D'ETAT

''Complete calm. No special news except that a regiment
of Marines has revolted"

The Commander of the cruiser Libertad at 11.20
informed the High Command that a local radio trans-
mission had just sent out a message which gave the ships
of the Navy fifteen minutes to send up the white flag,
threatening, to the contrary, to fire against them with the
coastal batteries at Franco's orders. The Officer in
Command of the Libertad, deliberately or not, increased
the confusion and nervousness of the crews by sending
this message, particularly since precisely at that moment
Italian aeroplanes by coincidence bombed the Fleet,
causing several deaths, principally in the Gravina and
Sanchez Baircaiztegui, and damaging the destroyer Lazaga.

In view of these events the Admiral of the Fleet ordered
at 12.10 that the second flotilla should put out to sea.

At 1.30 the following broadcast was received from
Radio Bilbao:

"On Sunday, at 9.30, the Republican Broadcasting
Station at Cartagena announced that a part of the
Red Fleet had mutinied against the Government.
This sensational news was followed by an invitation
to the Civil population of Cartagena to join the rising
immediately. From the wireless transmitter of
Cartagena resounded afterwards the Falangist hymn
and cries *Amba Espanar and 'Viva Francor Later,
broadcasts from the wireless station which was in
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